
GPS and our maps 
Our Maps can be used to draw lines (or points) over significant areas, tracks and even New Zealand Legal Road Parcels 

(Both formed and unformed). These can then be exported as GPX lines (or points) that can then be loaded on to GPS 

units. 

Below is a help guide on how to do this utilising information and tools provided in our maps. 

Please note that our data is sourced from multiple sources and further information and disclaimers can be found here. 

 

 How to use our maps to create and export a GPX  or KMZ line 

While our maps are able to export drawings in GPX and KMZ, please note that for uploading the file back into our maps 

in the future, our maps only support GPX upload. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose the Layer you wish to trace 

over and go to the location. 

In this case I am using the NZ Legal 

Road Parcels 

Select the Draw / Measure 

Tool 

Select the Draw Polyline then 

select line thickness and colour 

https://www.walkingaccess.govt.nz/gis-data/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Start to draw the line the line you wish to 

take. 

One click to start the line and double click to 

end the line 

Once finished the Drawing will appear on 

the Draw / Measure panel 

Once all the drawings are complete you can 

export the lines as GPX or KMZ files which can 

then uploaded to a GPS unit 

Note: To export the Points or Lines, make sure 

they are selected first 

The name of the drawing 

can be modified. This is 

helpful when drawing 

multiple lines. 



GPX or KMZ  of an existing track required? 

It is possible within our maps to download a GPX or KMZ of an existing track. This can be done on the Outdoor Access 

Map. 

Open the map, zoom to your desired location and then: 

 Note: for the examples below I am using existing DOC tracks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn off all other layers on the map apart from 

the track layer. 

 

Open the Select Tool 

Click “Select” 

Then over the map viewer click (and 

drag to select multiple) to select the 

tracks that you would like to export. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once the track has been selected it 

will change colour. 

On the Select Tool panel, click the 

3 dots on the right of the layer 

name to get more options 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the option that best suits 

your needs in terms of 

downloading. 

This could be GPX or KMZ 

depending on your device 

 



Download and upload of the file 

The GPX or KMZ download should appear in our computers “Downloads” folder or your selected browsers download 

location. 

For Windows based computers the “Downloads” folder can be located in “File explorer” 

 

Once the file has been successfully downloaded, please follow your specific GPS units instructions on how to upload a 

file for use on the device. 

A GPX file can also be uploaded back into Our Maps later. See instructions below. 

 

Uploading a GPX to Our Maps 

Please use the below instructions on how to add GPX files to Our Maps. 

Please note that the system is unable to upload KMZ or KML files. 

 

 

 

Select the “Add Data” tool 

Select “File” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The file will load into the map.  

Once complete you will see the track 

loaded in with flags indicating waypoints. 

To see the layers, click on “Layers” in the 

bottom right hand corner of the “Add 

Data” tool. 

Either Drag and Drop in the GPX file  

or click on “Browse” and navigate to the 

file on your computer and open the file. 


