
The Country and Outdoor Recreation Calendar
Make sure to follow the kiwi way and ask landholders for permission if you want to cross private land. This allows landholders to  

suggest a route which will cause least disruption and to warn you of any out-of-the-ordinary workplace hazards you should be aware of.  
The walking access mapping system (www.Wams.Org.Nz) will help you identify land that is public and land that is private.  

To find out more about accessing the outdoors responsibly, check out the outdoor access code at www.Walkingaccess.Govt.Nz. 

Please note – some events may start earlier or finish later due to regional variations. This is indicated by the shaded areas.
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Farming
Breeding season (bull) – Start of October to end of January and Start of April to end of July. 
Paddocks with bulls in them should be avoided.
Calving – Early February to end of April and start of August to end of October. 
Cows accompanied by calves should be avoided as they become aggressive if approached. The exact calving 
periods vary by region and altitude.
Cattle droving – May 
Visitors should exercise caution if cattle droving is taking place. This is for their own safety and the wellbeing of 
the animals.
Grain and seed harvesting – mid-January until mid-March. 
Heavy machinery may be operating during grain and seed harvesting season. Be careful about which paddocks 
you go through to avoid damaging new crops.
Lambing – Late August to late October. 
Lambing may vary depending on the altitude of the farm and the region of New Zealand it’s in.

Gypsy Day takes place on 1 June and is a particularly busy time of the year in rural New Zealand. Gypsy Day is when many farms change 
hands, contracts are completed and farm workers and sharemilkers move between properties at the start of the new dairy season.

Hunting and Fishing
Game bird hunting – The first Saturday in May until mid-to late-August. 
The end of the game bird hunting season varies between regions. Check www.fishandgame.org.nz for season 
dates in your area.
Freshwater fishing – 1 October to 30 April. 
Freshwater fishing season can vary by region and location. Many lakes and rivers can be fished  
year-round. Check www.fishandgame.org.nz for season dates in your area.
Whitebaiting – Most of New Zealand: 15 August to 30 November. West Coast: 1 September  
to 14 November. 
For more information about the whitebaiting season in your region, visit www.doc.govt.nz. 
The Roar – Start of April to early May. 
While deer can be hunted all year around, “The Roar” breeding season is when stags are most vocal and active. 
This can vary by species and region. For more information, visit www.doc.govt.nz.


