
RE: AS 3348 Closure of Part Opawe Road Manawatu
From: Wendy Thompson <Wendy.Thompson@mdc.govt.nz>

Received Friday 13 May, 2022 02:35 pm
To: Kevin Ross <Kevin.Ross@walkingaccess.govt.nz>

Subject: RE: AS 3348 Closure of Part Opawe Road Manawatu
Attachments: Proposed Easement Terms_Opawe Road.pdf
Associations: 4195 - Access to Ruahine Forest Park. Alternative access to Opawe Road [3348]

Hi Kevin

Proposed Easement terms as requested.

Thanks

Wendy

WENDY THOMPSON l Strategic Infrastructure Planner
l Manawatu District Council l Private Bag 10001 l Feilding 4743 l
l P: (06) 323 0000 l F: 06 323 8711 l M: 027 2100718 l www.mdc.govt.nz l

"Our people delivering great service to our community."

From: Kevin Ross
Sent: Thursday, 12 May 2022 12:59 pm
To: Wendy Thompson
Subject: AS 3348 Closure of Part Opawe Road Manawatu

Hi Wendy,

I’m very sorry to be bothering you at present, but I have been unable to talk to anyone else at the Council regarding the
closure of Opawe Road. I have spoken to both the Roading and Parks Managers, who have advised me to email you in
preference to contacting The Property Group Ltd, who have done the work on the Road closure procedure.

Firstly, thanks for notifying the Commission directly of the road closure. It is much appreciated.

As you will be aware, the closure of part of Opawe Road has been a highly controversial proposal that has been around for a
considerable period of time. The NZ Walking Access Commission has been approached a number of times, in the past,
regarding the possibility. Despite approaches to the Council, the Commission has been continually advised that the proposal
was not under consideration. It may be that this request for closure has only recently been received.

The Commission is required, by our legislation, to ensure enduring access in this location, to the Ruahine Forest Park, is
retained, with as few restrictions as possible. Access to the Ruahines is also a priority for the Department of Conservation.
Obviously, a legal road provides the ultimate in access rights, but we accept that this is not always possible or practical.

Access to the Forest Park is becoming more and more difficult which makes retaining the existing legal access points even
more critical. I understand that the current road alignment runs close to buildings on the adjacent property and an alternative
easement, or right-of-way, has been negotiated with the owner of the property that adjoins the Road.

However, the Commission is currently unaware as to the conditions applying to the easement/right-of-way. Before we can
consider the proposed replacement access, or give advice to any other party, the Commission is keen to be advised of the
conditions applying to the proposed access, and keen to understand the obligations or responsibilities that will apply to the
Manawatu District Council as Grantee. Can you please provide the conditions to the Commission as soon as practical so that
we can better evaluate the closure proposal.

Unless the Commission is sure that alternative appropriate public access to the Ruahine Forest Park is secured by the
proposed easement, we must oppose the proposed road stopping.

Also, can you please advise the Commission as to the parties that you have consulted with prior to this notification. Knowing
which parties have been involved will help the Commission to understand the rationale behind the current proposals. Should
you wish to discuss this matter you can contact me on 0212 466 306.

Thanks again
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Kind Regards

Kevin Ross
This message may contain privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named
above.
If you are not an intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or
reproduction of this message is prohibited.
If you have received this message in error please notify the sender immediately and erase all copies of the message and
attachments.
Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of
Manawatu District Council.
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